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many miles. Reeds grow to a height of 15 feet, and among
them tigers, panthers, jackals, antelopes, hyenas, wolves,
pelicans, and swans make their homes.
The higher mountain slopes of the south-east support a
variety of deciduous and coniferous trees, as well as wild
apricots and nut-trees, and alpine pasture at higher altitudes.
AGRICULTURE
In spite of the fact that large areas of Central Asia are
covered with a steppe vegetation which can support nothing
more than cattle and sheep, a very small portion of the popu-
lation is able to live by animal husbandry. Most of the people
are occupied in the cultivation of the land, and are concen-
trated in the south, where highly mechanized and intensive
farming is practised. There are three main types of agricul-
tural occupations.
Intensive Irrigated Agriculture and Horticulture
In the south there are thick deposits of loess, extremely
fertile, but needing irrigation. The irrigated lands, although
forming only 2 or 3 per cent, of the total surface of the land,
support the greater part of the population, and are of immense
importance to the Soviet Union since they supply a large
proportion of the cotton used in the U.S.S.R.
Near the rivers, in the depressions between the mountain
ranges and along the banks of the Syr Darya, the Amu Darya,
and the Chu, the irrigated lands form oases in the midst of
poor steppe and desert country. The best rivers for irrigation
are those which are fairly shallow and carry a large quantity
of silt and mud. The larger and fast-flowing rivers are difficult
to regulate. A great deal of labour is needed to maintain the
irrigation works, but the fertile loess soils and warm, cloudless,
sunny weather during the summer amply repay this labour
by giving a high yield ojf crops per acre, so that the land is
able to support a very dense population.
Owing to lack of fodder there is practically no cattle-
rearing, and only as many animals as are necessary for farm